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FROM WALKER FOR AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, MI, US 

SUBJECT: MALAWI OFFICER TRAINING - IMET PROGRAM 

REF: LILONGWE 0627 

1 . ON BASIS LETTER MENTIONED REFTEL FROM DAO TO DOD/ISA, 

LATTER FORMALLY ASKED DEPARTMENT'S OPINION ON INITIATING 
IMET PROGRAM. FOLLOWING IN PARA 2 IS TEXT OF AFS REPLY, 

WHICH AT THIS POINT IS THE DEPARTMENT S POSITION. I 
REGRET THAT WE WERE NOT ABLE TO TAKE A MORE FORTHCOMING 
POSITION, BUT AM SURE YOU CAN UNDERSTAND THE HEAVY 
COMPETITION FOR ANY FY 78 AND FY 79 FUNDS THAT MAY 
BECOME A VAIL ABLE FOR REPROGRAMMING. WE WILL GIVE CAREFUL 
CONSIDERATION TO IMET FOR MALAWI IN FORMULATING FY 80 
BUDGET REQUEST. 
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2. BEGIN TEXT: MR. ROBERT J. MURRAY, DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY, NEAR EASTERN, AFRICAN AND SOUTH ASIAN 
AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. DEAR MR. MURRAY: 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF MARCH 22, 1978, CONCERNING 
THE POSSIBLE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INTERNATIONAL MILITARY 
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROGRAM FOR MALAWI. 

ALTHOUGH OUR INTERESTS IN MALAWI ARE NOT GREAT, I RELIEVE 
THAT A CASE FOR PUTTING MODEST FUNDS INTO AN IMET PRO- 
GRAM CAN BE MADE. IN PRINCIPLE, THEREFORE, WE CAN ACCEPT 
YOUR PROPOSAL AS A SHELF PROJECT WHICH WE COULD THEN LOOK 
AT IF FUNDS SHOULD BECOME AVAILABLE. HOWEVER, WE 
PROBABLY WOULD ASSIGN A RATHER LOW PRIORITY TO MALAWI 
IN COMPETITION WITH OTHER NEW IMET PROGRAMS THAT MIGHT 
BE STARTED UP IN AFRICA IN THE COMING YEARS. AS A 
PRACTICAL MATTER, THEREFORE, A MALAWI IMET PROGRAM MAY 
NOT BE FEASIBLE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. SINCERELY, LANNON 
WALKER, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS. 
END TEXT. 

VANCE 
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